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IN THE UNITED STA TES PA TENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE Q = 

Applicant: Takao IWASAKI *o ^I,h 

Title: IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS ^g^ggS 

Appl. No.: Not yet assigned h ^= 

Filing Date: December 28, 2001 

Examiner: Not yet assigned 

Art Unit: Not yet assigned 



INFORM A TION DISCLOSURE STA TEMENT 
UNDER37C.FR. § 1.56 and 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Submitted herewith on a modified Form PTO-1449 is a listing of a document 
known to applicant in order to comply with applicant's duty of disclosure pursuant to 
37 C.F.R. § 1 .56. A copy of the listed document is being submitted to comply with the 
provisions of 37 C.F.R. § § 1 .97-1 .98. 

The submission herewith of any document is not intended as an admission either 
that such document constitutes competent prior art against the claims of the present 
application or that such document is considered to be material to patentability as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56(b). Applicant does not waive the right to take appropriate 
action to antedate any document that does not constitute a statutory bar and that is 
determined to be a prima facie prior art reference against the claims of the present 
application, or to otherwise remove such a document as a competent reference. 
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TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed under the provisions of 37 
C.F.R. § 1 .97{b) within three months of the filing date of the application. 



RELEVANCE OF THE DOCUMENTS 

Document A1 discloses that when a copy job includes a stapling operation, a 
check is made to see if a binding margin determined by stapling positions overlaps with 
an image area. If this is the case, the operator is warned. 

An English translation of document A1 is not readily available; however, the 
absence of such translation does not relieve the PTO from its duty to consider the 
submitted document (37 C.F.R. § 1.98 and M.P.E.P. § 609). An English language 
abstract is provided for document A1 . 

Applicant respectfully requests that any listed document be considered by the 
Examiner and be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of 
Form PTO- 1449 be returned in accordance with M.P.E.P. § 609. 



December 28, 2001 
Date 



Respectfully submitted, 




Johnny A. Kumar 
Reg. No. 34,649 
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OTHER DOCUMENT(S) (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER 



'EXAMINER: initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confonnance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



